
Thursday, August 9, 1848 

Barton Creek Schedule 
For Thursday 

  8:30AM Registration Begins 
10:00 Opening / Tour of Camp 

12:00PM Dining Orientation/Lunch 
  1:00  Quiet Time 

  2:00  Program Session 1 
  2:45  Program Session 2 
  3:30  Program Session 3 

  4:15  Program Session 4 
  5:00  Free Time 
  5:35   Retreat - Parade Field 

  6:00  Dinner 
  7:00  Free Time 

  7:45  Campfire - North Point 
  9:00  Quiet Time 
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The Jackalope - Will it be found?  
Explorers and trappers have been searching for the Jackalope 

here since the first people came from the settled East to this wild 

land. So far, there have only been a few brief sightings of this shy 

creature, which is said to have the body of a rabbit and the ant-

lers of an antelope. Jackalopes are said to be so dangerous that 
hunters are advised to wear stovepipes on their legs to keep from 

being gored. Some stores say that they sell Jackalope milk, but 

The Explorer believes this is not likely, as milking a Jackalope is 

known to be very risky and requires very 

tiny pails. The jackalope can imitate the 

human voice, according to legend. When 
cowboys gather by the campfires singing at 

night, jackalopes can be heard mimicking 

their voices[or singing along, usually as a 

tenor. It is said that the rarity of the Jacka-

lope is because they only breed during lightning 

flashes. If you should happen to see a Jacka-
lope in your travels, approach it with care and 

make a sound like a carrot. You might be the 

first explorer to bring one back alive! 

Barton to Lead Expedition 
Jedidiah Barton, a recent graduate of the Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute, and a newly commis-
sioned Captain in the United States Army, has 
been named as the leader of  our nation’s first 
major western expedition in many years. Barton 
plans to conduct several years of exploration of 
the West, in areas missed by Lewis & Clark, Kit 
Carson, J. Wesley Powell, and other noted explor-
ers. He plans to prepare maps, find mineral re-
sources and discover new animals and plant life. 
He will also be looking for a possible route for a 
railroad through the mountains, and sites for fu-
ture towns. 

Captain Barton will be recruiting cadets - too young to be formal mem-
bers of the group - who will be trained in skills needed for exploration of 
new and distant territories. It is hoped that these ca-
dets will lead future explorations throughout the 
world in coming years. 

William Clark, from the famous Corps of Discovery, 
will be advising Barton on the training and prepa-
ration of his expedition. Barton and Clark have 
completed construction of a training ground at 
Barton Creek, Colorado, where the training 
and preparations will take place. 

Cadets 
Arrive, 
Begin 

Training 

A group of ca-
dets has arrived 
at Barton Creek 
to begin train-
ing to become 
members of the 
Barton Expedi-
tion to the west-
ern regions of our country.  

The cadets have been divided into four training 
groups, each receiving the same training in rota-
tion.  

Elements of the training will include skills such 
as swimming, the safe use of firearms, and iden-
tification of plants and animals. Each will be-
come proficient in cooking, primitive construc-
tion, and use of native tools such as the bow and 
arrow. Physical training in swimming, running 
and climbing will prepare them for the rigors of 
the trail. 

Who knows what adventures lie ahead? The 
Explorer wishes good luck to our new cadets! 

Capt. Jedidiah Barton 

General William Clark 



Mystery Surrounds Barton Expedition 

A bit of mystery has developed in relationship to the Barton Ex-
pedition. Jedidiah Barton was apparently summoned to the 
War Department for a briefing prior to departing for Barton 
Creek. A spokesman for the War Department denied that Bar-
ton had been there, calling it “Fake news. We have no part in 
the Barton Expedition. Never heard of it. As far as we know, 
Captain Barton doesn’t exist, and anyway, he’s not going any-
where that we care about. General Clark has not come out of 
retirement to assist him, and we don’t even know where Barton 
Creek is. And if we did know where it was, we don’t have any-
thing to do with it. This is all made up by someone with a vivid 
imagination. And even if Barton finds something on his expedi-
tion, we wouldn’t care. Besides, we have no idea where he’d 
look for it, anyway.” 

Barton has denied having secret orders. “My orders are clear 
and public. I’m to take a party west to explore. We’re going to 
look at terrain, animals and plants, and possible routes of trav-
el. Certainly if we discover gold or silver or something else valu-
able, we’ll make note of it, but we’re not going west to look for 
those. Oh, and we’re to maintain cordial relationships with any 
natives that we encounter. The War Department simply asked 
me to dispel a couple of rumors about items left behind by pre-
vious expeditions. I don’t expect that we’ll find anything, and we 
sure won’t spend much time looking.” 

We’re Part of the United States! 

The Mexican War is over, and since President Polk signed the Treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo in February 1848, the Colorado Territory is now 

part of the United States of America. We look forward to being part of 

the country, and who knows? Someday we might even be a State! 

A New Resident for 
Barton Creek 

Our town is growing! In 
addition to the Cadets who 
arrived today to join Cap-
tain Barton’s Corps of Explorers, 
the Explorer’s Roving Reporter ran 
into Mr. Roberto Bandito at the 
town’s bank this morning.  

Mr. Bandito said he was in the bank 
asking about the security arrange-
ments, before he moved a large 
amount of money.  Mr. Bandito’s 
interesting name “runs in the family”, he said. 

When we asked how he liked our town, Mr. Bandito said that of all 
the Western towns he had been in (apparently a large number), Bar-
ton Creek was definitely the most recent.  He said that he felt the 
town would be great for a quick getaway. 

We look forward to 
hearing more about our 
newest resident as time 
progresses.  

Classified Ads 

HELP WANTED 
COOK needed for new restaurant at 
Frontenac Hotel. Must be able to climb 
stairs and butcher road kill. Hash slinging 
a necessity.  
Apply at the hotel.  
 
SEAMSTRESS - must be able to rivet. See 
Levi Strauss, 13 Main St. 
 
PRINTERS DEVIL - boy wanted, 7-10 
years old, to learn printer’s trade. See P. 
Eastman Barton at the Explorer.  
 

Horses for Rent 
FINEST HORSES for rent. Mares, Stal-
lions, other. Your choice, as long as it’s the 
one nearest the door. See Hobson’s Livery, 
3 Main. 
 

Rooms to Let 
FRONTENAC HOTEL has good, clean 
rooms. Prospectors welcome. Fifty cents a 
night, sixty cents with bath. No more than 
three to a bed, ever!  10 Main Street. 
 
SHARE OUR TENT - six miners looking 
for a tentmate. Bring your own sleeping 
bag and spitoon. See Brett Harte, just out-
side of town.  

This, that and the other thing... 
The Quartermaster is pleased to offer all 
settlers the very best in Slushies, popped 
maize, and other treats at the Trading 
Post. 

Baldness can be Cured! 

Hair regrown almost instantly—and that’s not all! Af-
ter years of patient study, Dr. I. Ben Madewell makes 
the startling announcement that he is able, with the aid 
of a mysterious compound, known only to himself, to 
cure any and every disease that is known to the human 
body. The lame have thrown away crutches and 
walked. The sick, given up by home doctors, have been 
restored to their families and friends in perfect health. 
Headaches, nervousness, asthma, and all afflictions of 
the throat, lungs, and any vital organs are easily over-
come in a space of time that is simply marvelous. Only 
10 cents a bottle at the Barton Creek Trading Post! 

Before                                       After 


