
The Fort Barton Chronicle 
Friday August 15, 1764 - Fort Barton at Frontenac Landing 

What does your regiment do? 
Captain Barton has assigned all of the new settlers to regiments within the Home Guard here at Fort Barton.  
These regiments are Hussars, Lancers, Fusiliers and so on - you might have wondered just what those are. 
Each name describes a particular job in the modern 18th century army.  

Royal Hussars (Red Den) - Hussars are light cavalry - that is, they did not wear armor, so they could move 
quickly. Hussars are used for harassing enemy skirmishers, overrunning artillery positions, and pursuing flee-
ing troops.  

Highland Lancers (Orange Den) - as you might expect, the Lancers carry lances: sticks as much as ten feet 
long with sharp spearheads on one end. Like Hussars, Lancers are light cavalry - they fight on horseback 
without heavy armor. The lances usually have a flag (pennon) below the head. 

Barton Fusiliers (Yellow Den) - the name “fusilier” came from the fuses on the matchlock muskets they orig-
inally carried.  Fusiliers act as escorts for artillery guns (cannon), as well as keeping order among the civilians 
who drove the horses which pulled the guns. 

Grenadier Guards (Green Den) - You’ve probably guessed that Grenadiers originally fought by throwing 
grenades - hand-held explosive bombs. They were chosen from the largest and 

strongest soldiers, and often led assaults on the field of battle.  

Kings Own Sappers (Blue Den) - Sappers are pioneers or combat engi-
neers. They do all sorts of military engineering work, from building 

forts or roads or bridges to clearing minefields.  

Light Dragoons (Violet Den) - Dragoons are a fast-reaction 
force, combining infantry and cavalry. That is, they are 
mounted on horses, but 
they are also trained to 
fight other soldiers on 
foot.  Dragoons can ride 
ahead of the army, to find 
out where the enemy is, 

then dismount and hold their position 
against enemy fire while the rest of the ar-
my is brought forward to the battle.  

Fort Barton Schedule  
Schedule for Friday 

  7:00AM Reveille (Wake up!)  
  7:45 Flag Raising 
  8:00 Breakfast (Yummy!) 
  8:45 Happy Hour 
  9:00 Program Session 1 
10:00 Program Session 2 
11:00 Program Session 3 
12:30PM Lunch 
  1:00 Rest Period 
  2:00 Program Session 4 
  3:00 Program Session 5 
  4:00 Program Session 6 
  5:00 Free Time /  
      2d Year Webelos  
   depart for overnight 
  5:45  Retreat - Parade Field 
  6:00 Dinner 
  7:00 Free Time 
  7:45 Movie 
  9:00 Quiet Time 

Home Guard members practice 
scaling fortification walls 

The food at the Moose’s Head is well re-
garded by all of the settlers at Fort Bar-
ton. The small square sweet confections 
are particularly good, and can be eaten 
without the need to use one’s hands.  



A Real Joke from the 1700’s 
An Irish Lawyer, having occasion to go to 
Dinner, left these Directions written, and 
put in the Key-Hole of his Chamber-
Door: “I am gone to the Elephant and 
Castle, where you shall find me; and if you 
can’t read this Note, carry it down to the 
Stationer’s, and he will read it for you.” 

Stuck a feather in his cap and called it “macaroni”... 
We’ve all heard “Yankee Doodle”, the latest song craze in London: 

Yankee Doodle went to town, riding on a pony 
Stuck a feather in his cap, and called it “macaroni” 

Maybe you’ve wondered why he would call a feather “macaraoni”? 

Young men who had been to Italy on the Grand Tour had developed a taste for macaroni, a type 
of Italian food little known in England then.  They would refer to anything that was fashiona-
ble as “very maccaroni.”   

Horace Walpole wrote to a friend in 1764 of “the Macaroni Club, which is composed of all the 
traveled young men who wear long curls and spying-glasses.” From that, the term “macaroni” 
was used to characterize fops who dressed in high fashion with tall, powdered wigs. They would 
often have a chapeau bras on top that could only be removed on the point of a sword. 

Home Improvement Department 
When you have chosen your building site in the New Town around Fort Barton, you are 
going to want to begin construction on your new home as soon as possible.  

The very best homes will be built with “wattle and daub”, so you will want to 
plan to use those materials in your house.  

Start with the upright timber - set a pole about four to six inches thick by 
six to eight feet long every few feet 
along your walls. Then, weave thin 
branches between the uprights - these 
are the “wattle”. Finally, make up 
the “daub” - start with mud, sand 
and cow manure, then add straw 
and horse hair. Mix it all up by 
walking in it in your bare feet.  
Spread the daub all over the 
walls and let it dry. Finally, 
cover it all with whitewash.  

A Macaroni 

Members of the Home Guard sharpen their combat skills 

Stamp Tax Paid 

A 1764 Recipe for Meatballs:   Take a little fat bacon, beat it 
in a marble mortar, take two anchovies, two or three pigeons’ 
livers, chop them together; add a little lemon-peel shred, a lit-
tle beaten mace, nutmeg, cayenne, stale bread crumbs, and 
beef-suet an equal quantity, mix all together with an egg.  

Parliamentary Commission Announced 

In response to the recent unrest in Boston and 
New York, the Parliament in London has sent a 
Commission of Inquiry to Fort Barton. They will 
arrive sometime today and will tour the Fort with 
our mayor Captain Barton. Be sure to greet them in 
a polite and friendly way. Remember, if you are 
asked,  we are not hiding  any gunpowder under our tents!   


