
Equipment Checklist 

Backpacking Equipment

Carry on Your  Person

Essential 

Matches, in waterproof container

Knife, pocket*  

Compass, cased* 

First-aid kit, personal*

Survival kit (made) 

Nylon cord, 200-lb. test, 20 feet*

Fire starters 

Sunglasses, case, safety loop 

Bandanna 

Money, identification, fishing permit (all in 
waterproof bag) 

Pencil or ball-point pen 

Notebook, pocket-size 

Toilet paper in plastic bag

Optional 

Comb, pocket*

Watch, (preferably) waterproof*

Nail clippers 

Documents for customs (if needed) 

Flashlight, small; extra batteries

Wear

(Keep extra or emergency items in pack pockets or 
near the top of the pack for use when 
needed.) 

 Boots, hiking--ankle-high (broken in but not 
broken down) 

Socks, medium Weight 

Trousers, uniform* 

Shirt, long-sleeved (for sun protection), uniform* 

Belt, uniform, webbed* 

Hat, broad-brimmed

Carry in Pack

The choice of a pack is a personal thing. 
Each youth or leader must live with and out of his 
or her pack for a long time. A high-quality pack and 
pack frame will save time and money in the long 
run. The Black Bull Jr. Combo I and the Black Bull 
Horizon II Combo available from BSA Supply 
Division are excellent choices. Pack frames also are 
a matter of personal taste; they offer many 
advantages, especially when used with a pack 
designed for them. Other framepack combinations 
are available-a potential purchaser should try out 
each to be sure. Shoulder pads may be welcome 
additions.

Keep often-used items in pack pockets or 
near the top of the pack Food should be protected, 
plainly marked, and readily accessible.

Clothing 

Rainsuit with hood, or poncho, lightweight* 

Windbreaker, hooded, water-repellent; unlined ski 
parka  

Shirt, long-sleeved, lightweight 

Shirt, jac-shirt, sweater, or sweatshirt-warm, 
long-sleeved 

T-shirts (2) 

Undershorts (2) 



Socks, medium weight (3-5 pairs), wool or polypro 

Sneakers (for camp wear) 

Gaiters (for hiking muddy or snowy trails)

Sleeping Gear

Sleeping bag;* washable liner* (carry in stuff bag 
or wrap in waterproof plastic, cinch down to 
10 by 16 inches)

Sleeping pad, foam

Ground cloth,* waterproof light nylon or medium 
plastic, slightly larger than sleeping bag

Long johns (choose for lowest temperature 
expected) 

Cap, warm stocking, for night

Flashlight;* spare bulb and batteries*

Eating Gear

Bowl, plastic 

Cup, plastic 

Spoon, large  

Water bottle, polyethylene*

Toilet Ar ticles 

Soap, liquid, biodegradable, in plastic bag 

Towel, small, in plastic bag 

Personal toiletries in plastic bag 

Mirror, small, metal or plastic 

Toilet paper in plastic bag

Sunscreen and lip salve 

Insect repellent 

Foot powder 

Comb or hairbrush

Optional

Head net or insect netting 

Camera and film in waterproof bag 

Binoculars in case 

Laundry soap 

Notepad and pencil 

Fishing gear (very compact kit), telescoping rod 

Bible or prayer book 

Sunglasses 

Plastic bags--assorted sizes 

Field identification guides

Crew Gear  for  Backpacking

Shelter 

Tent or tarp, nylon, lightweight or improvised from 
10-by-12-foot plastic sheeting, rigged as "A" 
tent or lean-to for two campers; plus one 
extra for dining fly* 

Tent pegs 

Poles, collapsible

Cooking Gear

Pots, 4-quart, lightweight (6) 

 Frying pans, 8-inch (2) 

Spoon, large, cooking-type (2) 

Can opener, small roll-type 

Can opener, puncture-type 

Water purification tablets or liquid 

Spatula, medium 



Scouring pads 

Soap, liquid, in plastic bottle 

 Sanitizing tablets* 

Tongs, hot-pot 

 Water containers, collapsible

Camp Tools 

Saw, folding 

File, 5-inch, ignition 

Trowel, for digging catholes 

Repair kit with cutting pliers, sewing kit, wire, 
nylon cord, adhesive tape, straps, 
plastic-repair kit, etc. 

Duct tape (wrapped around a fuel bottle)

Emergency and Miscellaneous Gear  

First-aid kit (suggested contents, page 59)  
Antiseptic  Mouth-barrier devices for CPR 

Latex or vinyl gloves 

 Goggles or other eye protection 

 Snakebite kit* (optional) 

Maps, topographical 

Compass, magnetic 

Tote-litter bag* with plastic liner 

One 150-foot length of I-inch nylon rope (for 
hanging bear bag) 

Toilet paper (extra) in plastic bag 

Shock cord* (for securing gear) 

Bags, plastic 

Burlap or nylon bags for hanging food and 
smellables (4) 

Weather radio

Optional 

Gloves, cooking 

Knife and fork, cooking-type 

Paper towels

Sponges 

Small funnel 

Pack stove and fuel 

Fuel bottles 

Reflector oven 

Special gear for mountaineering, conservation, etc. 

Global Positioning System (GPS) unit

Canoeing Equipment

Weight and compactness are as critical in 
canoe camping as in backpacking-sometimes you'll 
have to portage. Three persons to a canoe make 
portaging easier. But if whitewater is on the route, 
two to a canoe might be better.

The following equipment list is for a group 
of six or eight people sharing the group gear and 
food for 10 to 14 days. A variety of nonperishable 
foods is available at your supermarket. For tips on 
menu planning, see chapter 5.

Group gear can be put in separate cooking, 
tentage, and food packs. It might be better, 
however, to see that each canoe has its own' share 
of group duffel-in personal packs-as insurance 
against complete loss. Storing all packs and gear in 
waterproof or plastic bags tied in a gooseneck at the 
top will keep things dry. Securely tying the bags 
and gear to a thwart will prevent loss in case of an 
upset. Items not needed during passage should be 
stowed inside the packs. Nothing should dangle or 
stick out of packs on the portage trail. Pack frames 
may successfully be used to keep packs out of bilge 
space in canoes.



Carry on your person the same items listed 
for a backpacking trip. Keep emergency or 
often-used items in pack pockets or near the top. 
Food must be protected from spillage or spoilage, 
plainly marked, and readily accessible if in 
individuals' packs. Beware of sun and water!

If you take fishing gear on your canoeing 
trip, be sure to keep your lure box small, regardless 
of type, and secure your rod under the gunwale of 
the canoe. It's a good idea to take only barbless 
fishhooks. And, for your own comfort, you might 
want to take combination kneeling and shoulder 
pads, and a plastic sheet to protect your knees if it 
rains.

Because mosquitoes may be more prevalent 
around water, you may want to have your head net 
or insect netting handy. If your tent is not netted, be 
sure to have a mosquito net with you for 
comfortable sleeping.

Carry on Your  Person
Same as Backpacking

Wear  
Same as Backpacking with the following 
alternate suggestions: 

Shoes, sneakers or deck-type 

Sandals or canoeing shoes

Carry with You 

Head net or insect netting 

Combination kneeling and shoulder pads 

Plastic sheet, 2 by 3 feet, to protect knees from rain

Stow in Pack
Same as Backpacking items (clothing, 
sleeping gear, eating gear, toilet articles, 
optional) listed under heading "Carry in 
Pack"

Group Gear  for  Canoe Camping

Canoes-if rented, check condition thoroughly; show 
outfitter any damage before you accept them

Rescue bags-one each for the lead and last canoes in 
the group 

Paddles-three per canoe, plus one or two extras for 
the group

Life jackets-personal flotation device, U.S. Coast 
Guardapproved, to be worn by each person 
in a canoe 

Bailer-can be made from a plastic milk jug 

Sponge--tie to bailer with short cord

Shelter 

Tent -with floor, netted door, and vent (Voyageur 
recommended) 

Ground cloth, nylon or plastic (unless tent has 
waterproof ground cloth) 

 Mosquito net (if tent not netted) 

 Fly, kitchen-12 by 16 feet or 10 by 10 feet, 
lightweight 

Poles, aluminum (optional) Tent pins, steel 
(optional)

Cooking Gear

(Suit to group size.) 

 Pots, 10-quart, nesting (2) 

Pots, 6- to 8-quart, nesting (2) 

Frying pans, 10-inch, aluminum (2), or griddle, 
aluminum, large 

Tongs, hot-pot Gloves, cooking 

 Mixing jars, screw-cap, plastic, wide-mouth (2) 

Spoons, large (3) 

 Knife and fork, large, cooking-type 

Can opener, small, roll-type 

Measuring cup, plastic 



Utensil bag, plastic 

Pot-and-pan bag, plastic 

Soap, liquid, in plastic bottle Scouring pads swab, 
dish Scraper, rubber 

Spatula, small 

Water bottle, 1-quart (per canoe) 

Cooking sheet, plastic, 4-by-4-foot 

Matches, waterproofed supply 

Sanitizing tablets

Camp Tools 

Small shovel or large trowel 

Saw, folding or small bow 

File, 5-inch, ignition 

Stone, sharpening

Repair kit with canoe-repair materials, cutting 
pliers, sewing kit, wire, nylon cord, adhesive 
tape, straps, plastic-repair kit, etc. 

Duct tape (wrapped around a fuel bottle)

Emergency and Miscellaneous Gear  
Same as Backpacking

Optional 

Paper towels 

Reflector oven 

Lightweight stove and fuel 

Special gear for canoeing, Safe Swim Defense, etc,
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