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The following is a list of “suggestions” for activities for older Boy Scouts and Venture 

Scouts.  This list is by no means all inclusive.  Perhaps the best way to come up with ideas for 

your older scouts is to ask them “If we could do any activity or event that you ever wanted 

(without the younger boys), what would you like to do”?  First, ask them away from the younger 

boys, even if this means holding a separate meeting or having them arrive before the rest of the 

troop.  Second, if you have the courage to ask the question, be prepared to openly discuss 

whatever they suggest.  If your answer is a flat “No”, don’t expect any answers the next time you 

ask. 

Activities: 

1. Automotive Maintenance: This is not only a merit badge, but also something that will 

benefit all of your scouts who drive.  This isn’t about earning the merit badge, but the badge 

book is a great guide to work from.  You can do this in your driveway, or perhaps arrange a 

Saturday visit to a local garage where a mechanic is willing to spend some time talking to 

your group about the items listed in the book as well as creating safer drivers. 

2. Backpacking:  This is another merit badge, but it’s not your typical camping trip.  

DON’T EVEN “THINK” ABOUT TAKING YOUNGER SCOUTS ON A BACKPACKING 

TRIP!!!  This isn’t camping at Barton or Tuscy (or from the trunk of your car).  This is long 

distance, changing sites every night, carrying everything on your back, camping.  You can 

combine other activities on your Backpacking treks to add to the adventure (Orienteering, 

Geocacheing, Historic Trails, Appalachian Trail, etc). 

3. Climbing:  Yep, it’s another merit badge.  This can start with a weekend on the climbing 

tower at Camp Tuscarora, just to get the interest (and the adrenalin) flowing.  Next, you can 

visit the Lindseth Climbing Wall at Cornell University.  We’re talking the largest “indoor, 

natural rock” climbing wall in North America (30 feet high x 160 feet wide).  Once they 

master that, you can always plan a trip to “The Gunks” (Shawangunk Ridge).  Now you’re 

talking about real climbing, no sawdust, wood chips or safety nets.   

4. Crime Prevention:  Another merit badge, but with a twist.  Your older Scouts are 

starting to think about life after high school, some will go to college, some won’t, maybe a 

few of them are thinking about a career in law enforcement.  Here’s a great start.  Talk to a 

local Police Chief or you County Sheriff.  Believe me they enjoy talking to boys who have 

already decided against a life of crime.  Take a tour of the station and maybe even the jail 

cells.  I once did this with a troop that spent a weekend “in jail”.  By the end of the weekend, 

no one wanted to go back. 

5. Fingerprinting:  See Crime Prevention and then add in taking fingerprints of your troop 

and learning how to read them.  You can always ask if you have real fingerprint cards and 

matching “mug shots”.  Again, this can be fun and a career incentive. 



6. Law (merit badge):  This could include a trip to Cornell to spend an afternoon in “Moot 

Court”.  If you arrange a visit well in advance, your troop could participate in a mock trial 

put on by law students. 

7. Nuclear Science:  This might appeal to the science nerds in the troop (you might be 

surprised who else is interested).  Take a trip to Cornell and visit the nuclear accelerator 

(CHESS).  They actually do tours a few times each year.  Or maybe a trip to a local hospital 

or imaging center to learn about X-Ray, MRI, CAT Scan, PET Scan and other technologies. 

8. Orienteering:  The Central New York Orienteering Club has a great web-site and some 

really great O-meets.  Their courses start at simple courses that Cub Scouts and Tenderfoots 

could follow, and they go to all the way to an advanced course that would challenge and 

Army Ranger (or even a Marine). 

9. Rifle Shooting:  Okay, just about every Scout has had a chance to shoot the .22 rifles at 

camp; this isn’t that kind of rifle shooting.  Cub Scouts are limited to “air rifle”, Webelos are 

limited to “BB guns”, Boy Scouts are limited to .22 cal rifle, BUT….. Venture Scouts (which 

can also be any scout over 14 years old) can shoot anything allowed by law.  My Venture 

Scouts have fired M-16’s, AK-47’s, M-1 Garand, M-1 Carbines, 8mm Mausers and even 

handguns.  Just read Guide to Safe Scouting, and then find someone to run a range for you 

who are an NRA Certified Range-Master, a Military Officer, or a Law Enforcement Officer.  

This keeps you in compliance with Safe Scouting and also keeps things legal. 

10. SCUBA Diving:  This is Scouting’s newest merit badge.  As part of the requirement for 

the badge is the requirement to earn SCUBA certification.  No, you don’t have to wait for a 

trip to the Florida Sea Base to do this, we dive right here in Upstate New York. 

11. Whitewater:  This can be rafting, canoeing or kayaking.  If you’re not qualified to lead 

the trip, find someone who is.  The canoeing and kayaking are definitely for your older 

Scouts. 

12. Radio:  How about a trip to a local radio station?  If you set this up ahead of time, the 

station manager might even let your Scouts take turns talking on the air as a DJ. 

13. TV:  This is a little trickier, but not impossible.  Ithaca College has a school dedicated to 

teaching television broadcasting (every aspect of it).  Maybe your troop could produce their 

own TV show.  Maybe a college student needs the extra credit and would be glad to help??? 

14. Cornell Veterinary Hospital:  This is a full animal hospital that treats every size and 

every breed of animal that you can imagine.   

This list could easily turn into a book of activities.  The point I’m trying to make is 

simply this, “High Adventure” doesn’t always mean that it has to be outdoors, or on a mountain 

top, or something dangerous.  Your older Scouts enjoy teaching new skills to the younger Scouts, 

but sometimes they want to break away and do things that “the kids” just aren’t old enough to 

do.  Remember, they’ll be out of school soon, off to college, or off to work, show them that you 

know and understand this, show them that they don’t have to be little kids anymore. 

If you want some really great ideas for older scouts, ASK YOUR OLDER SCOUTS. 

References:  www.usssp.org is my favorite site for scouting information. 
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