Fifteen Miles on the Ares Canal...

There are canals on Mars, and the Martians are ready for someone to invent canal-boat racing.

Your assignment is to build a powered boat for our Martian to race in. The boat will race on the long straight section of canal supplied. The boat must be able to contain the Martian and to propel itself along the canal at least as far as the further of the two marks (starting from the end of the canal).

The winning team will be the one whose craft has the fastest time for the measured bloog (a unit of Martian distance shown by the two marks on the canal).

In case of a tie, the winning boat will be the one which travels furthest along the canal.


Materials List and Instructions

You will need the following materials:

· Raingutter with plugged ends (as in Raingutter Regattas)

· Something to make boats from - use your imagination! Possible materials are 3x5 or business cards, tape, rubber bands, popsicle sticks, balloons…

· Stopwatch

Setup:

· Fill raingutter with water

· Set out materials

Play:

· Hand each patrol the instructions

· When patrol is ready, put boat in canal

· Time how long boat takes to reach end of canal (or, if it doesn’t, measure how far it got)

